categorizing the 5.2 million-year-
old toe bone with the rest of the
fossils: not only is it separated in
time by several hundred thousand
years, but it was also found some

10 miles away from the rest.’
Note that this toe was the
major ‘evidence’ for uprightness, yet
it boggles the mind how it could be re-
garded as part of the same specimen!

Conclusion

This article is just one more exam-
ple of evolutionary indoctrination by
the media, but when closely examined,
the evidence is found to be fragmentary
and interpreted within a framework of
wishful thinking.
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Perspectives

Extrasolar planets
Rod Bernitt

Although the discovery of extrasolar
planets has been heralded as evidence
for stellar evolution, the opposite is
more the case. The number has been
steadily growing with about 60 now
documented.! Recently, the star HD
82943 is reported to have a second giant
planet orbiting.? Most of these plan-
ets are only some 90-200 light years
away; relatively close by astronomical
standards. However, some planetary
dynamicists feel that the planets, if real,
are unstable in their orbits. It seems
they could only last thousands of years,
or a million years at best.

Hot, giant-gas planets, or ‘Jupiters’,
orbiting very close to their parent stars
challenge the billion-year time scale.
Orbital migration and gravitational
interaction among giant planets would
lead to the planet being engulfed by
their parent star.> Thus, for the evolu-
tionist, who calculates the age of the
star in hundreds of millions of years
from the H-R diagram, the existence
of such planets are an enigma—they
should have been engulfed long ago.

Another problem is that the exo-
planet orbits seem too elliptical. E.g.
star HD 80606 has an exoplanet with an
eccentricity of about 0.93. However,
based upon the star’s H-R diagram age,
this planet should have evolved into a
circular orbit ‘long ago’.

The existence of these planets are a
problem for the evolutionist’s billion-
year timescale, as they provide prima
facie evidence for an abrupt and rapid
formation of star systems and for their
young age.
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