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QUOTABLE QUOTE: 
Subjectivity in Scientific Interpretation 

'. . . And scientists, contrary to the myth that they themselves 
publicly promulgate, are emotional human beings who carry a 
generous dose of subjectivity with them into the supposedly 
"objective search for The Truth ". 

In fact, a completely unbiased, unprejudiced exploration of nature 
is a methodological impossibility, as a biologist and philosopher 
of science Sir Peter Medawar is fond of pointing out. Without a set 
of expectations to act as a guide, such a search would be a chaotic 
and largely unprofitable enterprise. Moreover, the way in which 
scientists typically report their findings, informal papers submitted 
to learned journals, is, he says, "notorious for misrepresenting the 
process of thought that led to whatever discoveries they describe." 
Preconceptions are rarely acknowledged, because this, after all, 
would be "unscientific." . . . 

The anonymous aphorism "I wouldn't have seen it if l hadn't believed 
it" is a continuing truth in science. . . ! 
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