Teaching Multiple Ages in the Homeschool

People often wonder how homeschool parents can teach so many different ages at once. Society
has been conditioned by the public school experience of different ages being segregated. It
makes what should be a normal part of family life seem like a daunting task.

I love having my boys (16, 12, & 7) all working together at the table. Even though my youngest
might not be able to fully comprehend all that we're discussing, he definitely gets the benefit of
repeated exposure to new concepts. Plus my older boys get the benefit of repeated practice on the
basics by helping him.

It might take some juggling to find what best works for YOUR family when you're schooling
kids at different levels, but remember that grade levels are a very arbitrary thing and they don't

have to rule your homeschool.

You decide what you want your children to learn and just dig in. I'm sure that there will be
something for everyone--from oldest to youngest.

Enjoy every minute!

~Nancy Carter

Teaching multiple ages. My first thoughts went something like what Todd Wilson's might be:
Babies--put them in the swing with a good dose of sleep inducing music.
Toddlers--send them to the backyard with a loaf of bread, a jar of peanut butter and a big spoon.

Elementary kids--Buckle them to their little school desks making sure their hands are free to
write down the answer to every problem in every workbook--correctly.

Older kids--Banish them to their separate rooms to mope until their work is done with threats of
having to baby-sit the others if they don't.

Okay, I am totally not serious, but some days we just wonder how we can teach all these ages all
at the same time. Well, the beauty of home educating is that you don't have to do either--you get
to do them:

You don't have to teach: A lot of learning is done without you specifically setting time aside to
instruct. Learning happens in living life together. What kind of learning? Older kids learn how to
interact with younger ones; young ones hold conversations with adults; everyone learns how to
be on the same team working toward the same goals, and they all learn to serve and love each
other. You get fo teach whatever you choose as a family to learn.




You don't have to teach all at the same time: While I am working with Caleb & Mercy on
phonics, Hannah is working with Joshua on science, Christopher is reading to Hope, and
Jonathon is working with his computer math tutor. And then we can switch subjects and partners.
Other days, Mom is doing her computer work right next to the table where all the independent
students are gathered around doing their assignments while the younger ones are playing games
nearby. You get to teach all at the same time as you gather together to study the Bible or history,
or read aloud their favorite books.

Multiple ages can mean multiple challenges. It can also bring multiple blessings as we multiply
our time in prayer. Then we certainly see God multiply our creativity. (I think I am finally
learning my multiplication tables). Okay, I'll stop now.

No matter how you multiply it, you can do it. What Johnny doesn't get today because you are
working with Susie, he will get tomorrow when you are working with him. Do as much as you
can all together. Being together as a family reading and talking and laughing and learning--it
can't get much better than that!

~Deborah Wuehler

At one time the public schools believed in mixing ages in one classroom, and many schools tried
it out. The idea did not catch on universally, mainly because teachers needed retraining to handle
the new kinds of groups. Many educators still believed in the advantages of mixed age groups. It
was more like real life, younger can learn from older, and older grow more sympathetic and
helpful to younger. But they could not manage it efficiently in the public schools.

Homeschool parents are trained in mixed ages year-by-year as their families grow. They don't
need to switch over from handling a class of thirty age-mates. And they are reaping the
advantages, possibly without even realizing it. Their children do treat the younger more kindly
and talk with adults more naturally. The younger do learn from the older. These and other real-
life skills develop even while many parents try to imitate the artificial life of school age-
segregation.

Teaching the whole family feels like a struggle. Parents try everybody on one history or science
topic, try some independent studies for independent students, try different curricula, and search
for new kinds of curriculum. But the struggle pays off. You're always doing the best you can at
the current time.

The age mix in your home is exactly right. Even if you have only one child, he is better off with
parents and friends and relatives than he would be with a herd of thirty age-mates at school.

~Ruth Beechick




From my wife's point of view, teaching multiple ages is probably one of the hardest things about
homeschooling; especially when you have a truckload of kids. I know she often feels like she
doesn't have enough time to devote to each individual child. From what I can gather from some
of the phone calls that she receives from other stressed-out moms, apparently she's not alone.

But from my perspective, the one that sits in a nice, quiet office in the basement, that's the best
part of homeschooling. In fact, I think it's the best way to learn . . . being surrounded by a bunch
of other family members. Why? Because your children are learning a whole bunch more skills
than math and English.

They are learning how to function as a family, that life doesn't revolve around them, that
sometimes they have to wait or help others, and that they have to work as a team to accomplish

anything.

Those are vital skills that need to be mastered. By teaching a bunch of children at the same time
under the same roof, they will master those skills.

So, I'm not going to give you any advice on how to devote time to each individual child . . .
because you may not be able to do a lot of that. But let me say, that's OK.

So keep up the good work . . . while I go back to my nice, quiet office.
Be Real,

~Todd Wilson, The Familyman
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