Legos Don’t Build Themselves, You Know!
Kim Kautzer

Recently, when a missionary friend was visitingrirdapan, | offered to keep his son for a day to
free him up for some appointments. Since Rees Wpag al invited my grandson Eli over as a
playmate, hauled out a huge crate of Legos, anthedioys loose. | could barely pull them away
to eat a hasty lunch before Rees declared, “Canblagk upstairs now? Legos don’t build
themselves, you know!”

So what does this little anecdote have to do wititivg? Simply put, just as a Lego vehicle
can't take shape without the intentional effort@dfuilder, your child cannot learn to write
without intentional effort from you.

At conferences and conventions, we often hear paeesk, “How much time does this writing
program require of ME?”

We're a busy bunch, so believe me when | tell yanderstand what it’s like to homeschool
while trying to juggle laundry, meal preparationnrstry obligations, and a social calendar. But
| also learned during my 15 years of homeschodhiagy certain subjects just don’t teach
themselves, and writing is one of them.

Wisdom from Cathy Duffy

In an article for thedome Educating FamijyCathy Duffy, author 0100 Top Picks for
Homeschool Curriculursays, “Many of us have an unfortunate tendencglioon the textbook
to teach the subject.” She adds:

Don’t rely on workbook exercises to teach youngopebow to write effectively, or you
are likely to be disappointed. Writing needs taahenteractive, shared process. That
will not happen unless we make development ofngrgkills a priority in junior and
senior high children. This means that we take etitn@ and seek out the resources and
assistance we need to make that hagpen.

Much as we wish it weren’t so, kids don’t learnatote by osmosis. They need your instruction,
your guidance, and your feedback. Along with thbatconsistent. Just as they can’t learn to write
unless they are taught, they won't learn to wiitgu only give a writing assignment now and
then.

Tips for Teaching Writing

» Choose a writing program that offers strong pasempiport through lesson plans,
schedules, teaching and editing tools, checklstd,objective grading forms. When you
feel equipped, it's so much easier to explain a nemcept or offer suggestions!

* Make teaching writing a regular part of your schaekk. With littler ones, this may
mean a daily investment of sitting together to pcacnew skills. Older students may not



need you to sit with them through every strokehefpen, but definitely set aside time to
teach or review concepts and give constructivetinpu

» Offer helpful and consistent feedback. An arbitrgrgde based on feelings ("Tleels
like a B+”) won't help your child become a bettenter. Instead, use objective checklists
to help you pinpoint specific areas to improve.

» Praise the things they do well. An approving toné ancouraging words can go a long
way toward soothing the sting of a critical commdake sure you're noting things such
as strong topic sentences, well-developed argumamtisconcrete word choices and not
simply commenting on mistakes.

Though we’re not all strong or confident writers wan’t let that keep us from investing in our
children’s writing. Remember: writing doesn’t tedatdelf. Our kids need us. Really! And today,
more than ever, there are tools at our fingertgsaip each of us teach successfully!
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