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Four chronological periods
David Austin

In attempting to find an accurate and complete Old Testament chronology, resort has been made a number of times to 
the use of overlapping of periods, round about approximations, and different translations and/or interpretations. The four 
chronological periods presented here in a table show that there is no need for such resort. They also demonstrate, by their 
synchronization with each other, the impossibility of changing any of the biblical dates.

Chronology is important in understanding history and so 
we must have it as accurate as possible. Floyd Jones1 

states: “the events of history can only be meaningful and 
properly understood as long as they are kept in their proper 
time sequence”. Biblical chronology has been presented 
sometimes with huge gaps created by missing generations, 
etc. not recorded in Scripture. Jonathan Sarfati states:

“Normally, people want to push the Flood right 
back, and since the Genesis 11 chronologies are the 
ones that link the Flood to Abraham, these are the ones 
that must be ‘expanded’…. But since the Genesis 11 
people had sons at age 35 or less, to add even 10,000 
years would take over 250 missing generations.”2

Table 1 presented below will not allow this supposed 
‘expansion’ gap, nor overlappings, nor textual or translation 
alterations, to make it fit with current archaeological 
expectations, because then the grand totals of the columns 
clearly stated in Scripture would have to be altered.

The four chronological periods below are ‘framed’ 
together to make one clear picture of the ‘accuracy’ of God’s 
mathematics. It would be quite difficult to alter even one of 
the biblical figures. Even the four secular figures used in 
column 4, I believe, will stand the test of time, and will not be 
out, perhaps, by more than one or two years. To some degree 
they are similar to a completed jigsaw where the numbers 
are like pieces all beautifully fitted together. If one piece 
of the jigsaw is out of shape it will not fit, and the jigsaw 
‘picture’ remains incomplete. There is also some similarity 
of the tables to an algebraic equation which would not work 
out if one of its components, however small, were changed. 
I hope I am not exaggerating the importance of keeping the 
figures as they are.

We should especially take into account that columns 1 to 
3b, and to a fair extent 4, are much supported by Scripture, 
as has been stated. If alterations were made to one of 
these numbers, (e.g. the 14 years of ‘Division and Rest 
to Cushan’), then the grand totals of column 1 (300 years 
(Judges 11:26)), column 2 (450 years (Acts 13:19–20)), 
column 3a (480 years (1 Kings 6:1)), and column 4 (1903 
years (secular chronology)),3 the grand totals would not 
agree with Scripture.

We cannot even rely upon ‘compensating errors’, e.g. 
making the Rest of Ehud 60 years instead of 80, and the Rest 
of Othniel 60 instead of 40 years, since Scripture is clear on 
the number of years’ rest for both Ehud and Othniel. Not one 
KJV figure has needed to be altered.

So why are there ‘four’ chronological periods set alongside 
each other? The reason for this is to show clearly that one 
figure cannot be altered in one column without it being 
altered in another column. Each column is a ‘stay’ just 
like a sailing ship that requires a rope or a guy as a stay to 
support a mast. Each period keeps the other in place. But 
most importantly the four periods together assist greatly in 
maintaining the accuracy of the mathematics of our God.

Periods calculated in table 1  
but not found in Scripture

14 years from the birth of Peleg to the Founding

There were 14 years from the birth of Peleg who was 
born in 1757 am (Anno Mundi, year of the world), agreed to 
by Archbishop Ussher 11 to the Founding, i.e. the beginning 
of Babel, (Genesis 10:10), in 1771 am. Ussher claims: “the 
founding of Babylon, about fourteen years after the birth of 
Peleg”.11 To confirm this, note the following: If Alexander 
the Great captured Babylon about 330/331 bc (this date is 
accepted by both biblical and secular chronologists):
1. There were 1903 years from that time (see below) to the 

Tower of Babel,
2. It took 42/43 years from the beginning of the kingdom of 

Babel to build the tower (see below).
It would then only be 14 years from this beginning 

back to the birth of Peleg:
330/331 bc + 1903 yrs +42/43 yrs +14yrs brings us to 

about 2289/2290 bc or 1757 am. 1757 am is Ussher’s and 
Mauro’s date for the birth of Peleg. There are about 4047 am 
biblical years from Creation to the end of 1 bc (see table 1). 
By deducting 2290 am years from the 4047 am years we find 
a 1757 am date.
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 Period 1* 2** 3a† 3b‡ 4§ Reference amӀӀ Date bc Date

Creation to Flood 1656 yrs Genesis 1:1– 9:29 0–1656 4047–2391

To birth of Peleg 101 yrs Genesis 10:1–10:25 1657–1757 2390–2290

 ‘Babel’ starts 14yrs later Annals of the World4 1758 –1771 2289–2276

To Tower of Babel 42 yrs Book of Invasions 5 1772–1813 2275–2234

Death of Peleg at 239 yrs. 183 Genesis 11:18–19 1814–1996 2233–2051

To birth of Abram 12 Genesis 11:20–26 1997–2008 2050–2039

Abram’s Ent. to Canaan 75 Genesis 12:4–15: 21 2009–2083 2038–1964

‘Confirmation’, Abram to 
law

430
Gal. 3:17; 
Exod. 12:40 2084–2513 1963–1534

Exodus & law to Heshbon 39 39 Numbers 21:25 2514–2552 1533–1495

Heshbon to Canaan 1 1 1 Numbers 14:30–34 2553–2553 1494–1494

War to Division of Land 6 6 6 6 Joshua 14:7–10. 2554–2559 1493–1488

Division & Rest to Cushan 14 14 14 14 Refer to article 7 2560–2573 1487–1474

Service under Cushan 8 8 8 8 Judges 3:8 2574–2581 1473–1466

Rest under Othniel 40 40 40 40 Judges 3:11 2582–2621 1465–1426

Service under Eglon 18 18 18 18 Judges 3:14 2622–2639 1425–1408

Rest under Ehud 80 80 80 80 Judges 3:30 2640–2719 1407–1328

Service under Jabin 20 20 20 20 Judges. 4:1–3 2720–2739 1327–1308

Rest under Barak & Deb. 40 40 40 40
Judges 5:31;  
Heb. 11:32

2740–2779 1307–1268

Service under Midian 7 7 7 7 Judges 6:1 2780–2786 1267–1261

Rest under Gideon 40 40 40 40 Judges 8:28 2787–2826 1260–1221

Abimelech–Usurpation 3 3 3 3 Judges 9:22 2827–2829 1220–1218

Tola’s Judgeship 23 23 23 23 Judges 10:1–2 2830–2852 1217–1195

Table 1. Four chronological periods
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Jair’s Judgeship 22 22 22 Judges 10:3 2853–2874 1194–1173

Service under Ammon 18 18 18 Judges 10:8 2875–2892 1172–1155

Jephthah’s Judgeship 6 6 6 Judges 12:7 2893–2898 1154–1149

Ibzan’s Judgeship 7 7 7 Judges 12: 8–9 2899–2905 1148–1142

Elon’s Judgeship 10 10 10 Judges 12:11 2906–2915 1141–1132

Abdon’s Judgeship 8 8 8 Judges 12:13–14 2916–2923 1131–1124

Service under Philistines 40 40 40 Judges 13:1; 15:20 2924–2963 1123–1084

Eli’s Judgeship until 
Samuel’s ‘sole’ period.

40 40 40 1 Samuel 4:18 2964–3003 1083–1044

Samuel–Judge & ‘Prophet’ 
to Saul’s reign 20 20

1 Samuel 7:2;  
Acts 3:24

3004–3023 1043–1024

Saul’s reign 40 40 Acts 13:21 3024–3063 1023–984

David’s reign 40 40 2 Samuel 5:4 3064–3103 983–944

Solomon’s reign to 4th yr 4 4 1 Kings 6:1 3104–3107 943–940

Rest of reign of Solomon 36 2 Chron. 9:30 3108–3143 939–904

Israel’s 390 yrs to 4th yr of 
Zed’s reign 8

390 Ezekiel 1:1–2; 4:4–5 3144–3533 903–514

Remainder of Zed’s reign 7 2 Kings 24:18 3534–3540 513–507

Bal. of 70 yrs [From 3rd yr 
of Jehoiakim, (Daniel 1:1); 
3521–3540 am = 20 yrs]

50
Daniel 1:1; Jer. 
25:11–12

3541–3590 506–457

Persian Period (Refer to ‘Is 
Darius …? 9

126
Daniel 9:25  
(see footnote)

3591–3716 456–331

Alexander the Great 
(330/331 bc 10

Daniel 11:3 3717–4047 330–end of 1

Grand Totals 300 450 480 114 1903

* 300 years that “Israel dwelt in Heshbon and her towns, and in Aroer and her towns, and in all the cities that be along by the coasts of Arnon, three hundred  
years …” (Judges 11:26).

** 450 years from the commencement of war after the children entered Canaan to the time of the last of the ‘specially commissioned judges’, i.e. Eli—Acts 13:19–20 
(KJV).

† 480 years of Theocracy (God’s rule over His People) from the Exodus to the 4th year of King Solomon when he began to build the house of the Lord (1 Kings 6:1).
‡ 114 years of six servitudes and one usurpation (Abimelech) when God gave over the rule of His people to their enemies. There were exactly 594 ‘biblical’ years 

in the period referred to from the Exodus to the 4th year of Solomon’s reign, (480 years of Theocracy + 114 years of Servitude and Usurpation).
§ 1903 secular and biblical years from the time of the Tower of Babel (Genesis 11:1–9) to the capture of Babylon by Alexander the Great in 330/331 bc.
ӀӀ am = Anno Mundi, which means 'year of the world'.
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The Tower of Babel was built in 42/43 years

The ‘Dispersion’ did not occur at the time of the beginning 
of the kingdom of Babel but about 42/43 years after the 
tower of Babel was built. This likely scenario, as implied in 
the Irish Book of Invasions12 where it states: “At the end of 
forty two years after the building of the Tower, Ninus, son 
of Belus took the kingship of the world” is that after the 
founding, i.e. the beginning of the kingdom (Genesis 10:10), 
the building of the Tower commenced which took 42 years. 
At the end of that time Nimus (Nimrod) “took the kingship 
of the world”. The Book of Jubilees,13 which contains one 
of the most detailed accounts found anywhere of the Tower, 
states: “and they began to build, and in the fourth week they 
made brick with fire ... . And they built it: forty and three 
years were they building it.”

1903 years of column 4

It is more than interesting to note that from the time when 
the ‘Tower of Babel happened’ in 2233/2234 bc (according 
to the tables) there is exactly 1777 ‘biblical’ years from this 
time to the end of the 70 years’ captivity, i.e. the year when 
Belshazzar was slain (Daniel 5:30   –31; Jeremiah 25:12) and 
126 ‘secular’ years from when Belshazzar was slain to the 
end of the Persian Period when Alexander the Great captured 
Babylon in 330/331 bc, i.e. 1777 + 126 = 1903 years.

Concerning the length of the Persian Period (126 years), 
it is conceded that secular history normally gives us about 
206/207 years for that particular time. However, a number 
of reasons are given in a recent article,14 showing why the 
Persian Period should be reduced to about 126 years. One 
of the main reasons why this should be so is because the 
Scriptures give us only 483 years (69 x 7 weeks) from the 
time of the giving of the commandment (Daniel 9:25), to 
Christ’s baptism in 26/27 ad, not 206 + 330 + 27 years = 
563 years. The Persian Period commenced immediately 
after the completion of the 70 years of Babylonian captivity. 
(Jeremiah 25:11–12; 29:10). Philip Mauro15 considers that 
two years after Cyrus and Darius the Mede began their rule 
(Daniel 5:28) “This year marks the end of the 70 years’ 
captivity”. But Jeremiah 25:12 tells us that the King of 
Babylon (Belshazzar reigning for King Nabonidus) shall be 
punished “when seventy years are accomplished”. Another 
reason why the 490 years commenced immediately after 
the completion of the 70 years’ captivity is found in Daniel 
9:19 (“O Lord, hear; O Lord, forgive; O Lord hearken and 
do; defer not.” God did not procrastinate for 80–82 years. 
What did Daniel pray for?
a. “O Lord … let thine anger and thy fury be turned away 

from Thy city Jerusalem” (Daniel 9:16)
b. “Cause Thy face to shine upon Thy sanctuary” (Daniel 

9:17)

c. “Behold our desolations (i.e. the things that were 
destroyed, made waste. This would include the wall)” 
(Daniel 9:18).

Do we believe God answered all of Daniel’s prayer 
immediately and against ‘procrastination’, or do we think 
that only part of the prayer was answered and the children 
of Israel had to wait 80–82 more years before the rest of the 
prayer was answered?

The 483 years of Daniel 9:25 (69 x 7 weeks) is made 
up this way: 126 years (Persian Period), + 330/331 years 
(Alexander the Great’s capture of Babylon to 1 bc), 26/27 
years to Christ’s baptism when He was about 30 (Luke 3:23). 
126 + 330 + 27 = 483 years. (Christ was born about 4 bc).

The Babylonians are known for their accuracy in 
mathematics, etc. So is the Lord God Almighty. So, until 
otherwise shown, this writer accepts the 1903 years as being 
‘very close to the mark’.

Table 2. Seventeen different Hebrew words for ‘about’ in the Old Testament

Reference nos
(James Strong) Scripture Meaning of ‘about’

#5921 Gen. 41:42 Upon, over, above

#5437 Ex. 13:18 Surround, circle

#854 Ex. 19:23 Nearness

#7751 Num. 11:8 Travel

#6213 Deut. 31:21 Do or make

#5362 Josh. 6:11 Surround, circulate

#3803 Judg. 20:43 Enclose

#4524 1 Kings 6:29 Compass about

#413 2 Kings 8:21
Near, with, among, motion 
towards

#5048 Neh. 13:21 Over against or before

#1157 Job 1:10
About, at, in, up to, or over 
against

#5440 Job 8:17 Entwine

#247 Job 30:18 Bind about, gird up

#1980 Prov. 20:19 Walk about

#235 Jer. 2:36 Gad about, go to and fro

#5503 Jer. 14:18 Travel around

#2559 Jer. 31:22 Withdraw, depart, enwrap
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Archbishop Ussher16 states: “The Tower of Babel 
happened … Nineteen hundred and three years elapsed from 
this time to the capture of Babylon by Alexander the Great.”

The changing of numbers

If, for example, we change the number of rest years of 
Ehud in Column 1 to 40 years—even though the KJV, the 
NIV, and the Gideon’s Bible all clearly state 80 years (Judges 
3:15–30)—this means we have to change the grand total of 
300 years in Column 1 and the 80 years in Columns 2, 3a, 
and 4, as well as their grand totals. What a ‘mess’ we would 
then be in!!! We cannot even allow for compensating errors, 
e.g. rest under Ehud be 60 years in length instead of 80 years, 
and Gideon’s rest be 60 years in length instead of 40 years. 
This would mean four changes to the ‘80’ figure of Ehud’s 
and four changes to the ‘40’ figure of Gideon’s, 8 changes 
altogether and 8 changes to the scriptural references.

The inevitable historical induction

In the tables there is reference to 14 years from the end 
of ‘The Six Years’ War’ through the division of the land and 
rest period to the commencement of servitude under Cushan. 
Please note carefully that the shorter periods in Column 
2 and 3a, except this 14-year period, are all supported by 
Scripture, and require 14 years to make agree the shorter 
periods to the grand totals of these columns, which are also 
supported by Scripture. Philip Mauro 17 shows that in the 300-
year period when Israel occupied Heshbon there were 286 
years recorded in Scripture re the period mentioned above, 
so by an inevitable historical induction we must conclude 
that the remaining years would be 14. When the ‘inevitable 
historical induction’ method is not used we get various results 
as seen below:18

Eusebius, a recognized historian, has ‘four gos at it’. I 
cannot accept that the figure ‘14’ fits exactly into 4 different 
columns by mere coincidence or juggling of theories.

The Hebrew use of the word ‘about’

In the Hebrew of the Old Testament there is no use of 
the word ‘about’ in the sense of ‘roughly’, ‘approximately’, 
‘nearly’, or ‘estimating’ when it comes to numbers. Even 
synonyms or phrases of synonymy to ‘about’, such as ‘near 
enough’, ‘around’, ‘thereabouts’, ‘more or less’, ‘at a guess’, 
are decidedly missing. In the Old Testament there were 
found 17 different Hebrew words for ‘about’ (see table 2). 
None of them have a ‘round-about’, approximate’ meaning. 
Even when we come across the use of the word ‘about’ 
in our English translation (“And Darius the Median took 
the kingdom, being about threescore and two years old” 
(Daniel 5:31)), and we would normally take the sense to 
mean ‘approximately’, we also discover that there is no 
Hebrew word at all for this ‘about’ in the original.

Too many overlappings

Attempts have been made, in order to justify certain given 
chronological convictions, tables, systems, etc. to resort to 
too many ‘overlappings’ of certain chronological periods of 
the Old Testament. A classic example is found in Ussher’s 
‘Annals of the World’19. Here, there is an endeavour to reduce 
the chronological time, starting at the end of the servitude 
of Eglon, king of Moab (Ussher’s date is am 2679d) and the 
beginning of the ‘rest’ period under Ehud starting at the same 
date (am 2679d). The ending date, that is the death of Ehud, 
Ussher has as am 2699d. Ussher has reduced the time from 80 
years to 20, even though the KJV, the NIV, and the Gideon’s 
Bible all say that the period of Ehud’s rest was 80 years.

Other problems  
solved by the table

Abraham was born when Terah was 130 
years of age

Abraham was not born at the age 
of 70 (Genesis 11:26) and was the 
first born of the three mentioned, any 
more than Shem was the eldest of 
Noah’s three sons just because he was 
mentioned first in Genesis 9:18 (“And 
the sons of Noah, that went forth of 
the Ark, were Shem, and Ham, and 
Japheth”). As a matter of fact Ham is 
called the youngest in Genesis 9:24, 
as Jonathan Sarfati agrees.20 Sarfati on 
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Genesis 10:2121 (“Unto Shem also, the father of all the 
children of Eber, the brother of Japheth the elder”) also states: 
“Thus 10:21 should be translated ‘Shem, whose older brother 
was Japheth’.” The ‘natural reading’ of Genesis 11:32–12:4 
(KJV and NIV) would agree with what has been said before. 
Now here is what is interesting re the time of Abraham’s birth 
when Terah was 130 years. If Abraham was born when Terah 
was 70, then it throws out the 1903 years by 60 years. The 
birth of Abram in 2008 am, instead of it being 12 years after 
the death of Peleg in 1996 am (1757 + 239 = 1996), would 
be 48 years before the birth of Peleg.

Mauro22 states:
“As in the parallel case of the sons of Noah, where 

Shem is named first, not because he is the oldest son, 
but because he is the one through whom God’s purpose 
was to be accomplished, so of the sons of Terah, Abram 
is first mentioned, though not the oldest son.”

The 430 years of Exodus 12:40

There were 215 years from the ‘Confirmation’ (Galatians 
3:17) of the covenant (Genesis 15:8) when Abraham was 75 
to the time when Jacob went down into Egypt, and 215 years 
in Egypt.23 Column 4 shows Abraham entering Canaan in am 
2084 and Sinai occurring in am 2513.

Conclusion

The four chronological periods presented here shows 
there is no need for the use of overlapping of periods, 
roundabout approximations, and different translations and/
or interpretations, to create a complete chronology of the 
Old Testament.

In preparing this article, I found that God never makes a 
mistake with his mathematics. I understand that the Scriptures 
were written by about 40 different writers over a period 
of approximately 1,600 years. In this fact we find further 
evidence that because there was no ‘human error’ found in 
the chronological figures of the tables (and there were plenty 
of figures), we conclude the numbers were ‘God breathed’.

As there are only about 4,046/4,047 ‘young earth’ years 
that can be found in Old Testament chronology from the 
creation of the universe to the end of 1 bc, it would be 
impossible to come across, for example, about 700,000 years 
for the age of Peking Man.

The earth is supposed to have existed, according to some 
secular chronologists, for up to 4.5 million years. To counter 
this assumption please read the article “Age of the earth—101 
evidences for a young age of the earth and universe”.24

I humbly ask any reader to indicate where any figure in 
this article is wrong by more than one or two years.
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